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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S AIR & SPACE MUSEUM CELEBRATES 10 YEARS IN CLEVELAND WITH NEW EXHIBIT, EXPANDED PROGRAMMING

The month of May marks the ten-year anniversary of the International 
Women’s Air & Space Museum’s (IWASM) arrival in Cleveland.  The museum is located in the terminal building of Burke Lakefront Airport.  IWASM moved to Cleveland from its original home in Centerville, Ohio in 1998.  The museum signed a 7-year lease renewal with the city in 2007.

The newest permanent exhibit at the museum, “Living & Working in Space”, opened May 1.  It gives visitors the opportunity to experience some of the realities that astronauts encounter while living on the International Space Station.  Guests can exercise like the astronauts, get themselves into a vertical sleeping bag and work with large gloves to simulate various space activities. The exhibit was developed with a group of high school females from Beaumont School through Project WISE, a 3-year collaboration between IWASM, John Carroll University and Beaumont School, funded by the National Science Foundation.  “Project WISE is one of several new initiatives the museum has undertaken in the past year”, explained Toni Mullee, Executive Director.  “We continue to look for ways to encourage students to pursue careers in science and math through exhibits, events and programming.”

The museum is also offering two camps for female high school students this summer.  The Nikki Kukwa Memorial Aviation Camp will take place on the campus of Kent State University.  It is the second year for this aviation experience that gives students the opportunity 

-more-
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to fly with Kent State instructors and visit aviation-related sites, including Cleveland Hopkins International Airport.  The Engineering Exploration Camp takes place at Ohio University.  This first-year camp exposes female students to the many opportunities available in engineering through a series of lab experiences.  Both camps are free to participants and are funded by the Alcoa Foundation.  The aviation camp roster has been filled but applications for the engineering camp are still being accepted and are available on the museum’s website.

IWASM was one of 68 arts & culture organizations chosen to receive funding from Cuyahoga Arts & Culture in 2007.  Funds have been used so far this year for marketing efforts to raise awareness of the museum in the community and for general operating support.  Also, the museum recently added Saturday staff so that the Fay Gillis Wells Research Center and museum gift shop are now open Monday through Saturday from 10:00 am – 4:00 pm.  “We feel it is important for the museum to be staffed on Saturdays to answer questions and give weekend visitors the opportunity to see the artifacts in the research center as well as those out in the main exhibit area”, said Mullee.

The International Women’s Air & Space Museum is located in the Burke Lakefront Airport terminal building, 1501 N. Marginal Road.  Museum admission is free and exhibits are open 8:00 am – 8:00 pm daily.  The Fay Gillis Wells Research Center and Gift Shop are open 10:00 am – 4:00 pm Monday through Saturday.  Call (216) 623-1111 for more information or visit us on the web at www.iwasm.org.
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