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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S AIR & SPACE MUSEUM SPONSORS SUMMER ENGINEERING AND AVIATION CAMPS


The International Women’s Air & Space Museum (IWASM) is sponsoring its first Engineering Exploration Camp for high school females July 7-9, 2008 on the campus of Ohio University in Athens, Ohio.  The camp brings female high school students to the campus for several days of activities in various engineering disciplines.  Scheduled are introductions to chemical, mechanical and industrial systems engineering as well as a tour of the Ohio University Airport.  Students will complete projects during their stay on the OU campus.  This year will be the second for the Nikki Kukwa Memorial Aviation Camp, which takes place on the campus of Kent State University in late July.  The aviation camp is a unique mother-daughter experience. It is a 3-day visit to the Kent State campus in which high school students and their mothers live on campus together and have the opportunity to fly with university flight instructors.  The campers also visit various aviation facilities throughout Greater Cleveland. Both camps are funded by the Alcoa Foundation.


The engineering camp is a new addition to the slate of educational events presented by IWASM.  Every spring the museum hosts “Cleared For Liftoff’, a day-long introduction for middle school and high school females to careers in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM).  The museum’s fall offering is an annual Career Shadowing Day, which pairs female high school students with local women in STEM careers for a day in the workplace.  
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IWASM’s focus on STEM careers comes at a time when the United States still has the most science majors in the world but it ranks 25th when that number is adjusted for population.  In U.S. schools, science has taken a backseat to mathematics and language arts.  Elementary school students spend an average of 16 minutes a day on science.  According to the National Science Foundation women hold under one quarter of the science in the United States, with a meager 7% of engineering jobs currently being done by women.  Students at this year’s camps were required to submit applications that included essays, a transcript, and teacher recommendation.  All expressed an interest in STEM careers.


The International Women’s Air & Space Museum is located in the Burke Lakefront Airport terminal building, 1501 N. Marginal Road.  Museum admission is free and exhibits are open 8:00 am – 7:00 pm daily.  The Fay Gillis Wells Research Center and Gift Shop are open 10:00 am – 4:00 pm Monday through Saturday.  Call (216) 623-1111 for more information or visit us on the web at www.iwasm.org.
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