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Astronaut Lecture Scheduled for Tuesday, August 19, 2008

PEGGY WHITSON, NASA ASTRONAUT, TO SPEAK AT INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S AIR & SPACE MUSEUM


The International Women’s Air & Space Museum is pleased to welcome Peggy Whitson, NASA Astronaut, to the museum for a public lecture on Tuesday, August 19, 2008 at 7:30 pm.  Whitson will speak about her recently completed six-month tour of duty aboard the International Space Station as the ISS Commander for Expedition 16.  Admission and parking for this event are free.  Call the museum office at 216-623-1111 for reservations and information.


Whitson, an Iowa native, was selected as an astronaut candidate in April 1996 and started training in August 1996.  Her first space flight aboard STS-111, in 2002, included a 6-month stay on the International Space Station.  She was named the first NASA Science Officer during her stay, and she conducted 21 investigations in human life sciences and microgravity sciences, as well as commercial payloads.  Whitson was commander of Expedition 16, which launched on October 2007 aboard a Soyuz spacecraft.  During Expedition 16, Whitson oversaw the first expansion of the space station’s living and working space in more than six years.  She was the first female commander of the International Space Station.  Whitson’s two stints at the Space Station combined to give her more days in space than any U.S. astronaut.  Whitson also holds the record for spacewalks among women astronauts.


The International Women’s Air & Space Museum is located in the Burke Lakefront Airport terminal building, 1501 North Marginal Road.  Museum admission is free and exhibits are open 8:00 am – 7:00 pm daily.  The Fay Gillis Wells Research Center and Gift Shop are open 10:00 am – 4:00 pm Monday through Saturday.  Call (216) 623-1111 for more information or visit us on the web at www.iwasm.org
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