[image: image1.png](&\\AT’O

£ O emen's
AIRGSPACE





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

August 19, 2008









Contact:
Toni Mullee











216-623-1111











440-655-1514 (cell)











tmullee@iwasm.org










www.iwasm.org
TRANSCONTINENTAL AIR MAIL RE-ENACTMENT TO MAKE STOP AT INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S AIR & SPACE MUSEUM

The International Women’s Air & Space Museum will welcome a trio of historical aircraft recreating the first transcontinental U.S. air mail route when they land in Cleveland on Wednesday, September 10, 2008.  The aircraft are scheduled to land at 4:00 pm. at Burke Lakefront Airport.  The museum is hosting a reception for the pilots. The Cleveland Post Office will be on hand for the event with a fully restored 1931 mail truck.  They will be doing a special cancellation of philatelic materials at the reception.   The public is invited to this free reception.  For reservation, call the museum office at (216) 623-1111.

The 2008 transcontinental air mail re-enactment commemorates 90 years of air mail service in this country and honors the pioneers of commercial aviation in the U.S.  Air mail was flown across country from New York to San Francisco with 15 stops along the way, including Cleveland, Chicago, Salt Lake City and Reno.  The re-enactment consists of three aircraft: a 1928 Boeing 40C which is flying after eight years of restoration by dozens of volunteers, a 1927 Stearman C3B, which is the oldest Stearman in existence, and a 1930 Stearman Speedmail.

The Post Office Department began Air Mail Service in August 1918.  In addition to the financial advantages of speedy mail service, which banks and businesses recognized, air mail led to numerous advances in aviation and provided the foundation for the commercial aviation industry. 

-more-

AIR MAIL RE-ENACTMENT TO STOP AT INT’L WOMEN’S AIR & SPACE MUSEUM – p.2

A staff photographer for the U.S. Postal Service will fly along with the flight to document the re-enactment.  The Smithsonian Air & Space Magazine is creating a website to so that the public can track the flight’s progress.  Business Aircraft Center/Charter Air Transport is providing accommodations for the aircraft in Cleveland overnight. 

The International Women’s Air & Space Museum is dedicated to preserving the history of women in aviation and space by documenting their past, present and future contributions.  The museum is located in the Burke Lakefront Airport terminal building, 1501 N. Marginal Road.  Museum admission is free and exhibits are open 8:00 am – 7:00 pm daily.  The Fay Gillis Wells Research Center and Gift Shop are open 10:00 am – 4:00 pm Monday through Saturday.  Call (216) 623-1111 for more information or visit us on the web at www.iwasm.org.
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