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DNA Testing Brings Surprising Results on Earhart Artifact

LOCK OF EARHART HAIR AT INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S AIR & SPACE MUSEUM TURNS OUT TO BE THREAD


In a disappointing turn of events, it has been determined that a hair sample supposedly from Amelia Earhart that the International Women’s Air & Space Museum (IWASM) has held in its collection for over 20 years is actually thread.  The sample has been examined by a DNA laboratory as part of work done by The International Group for Historic Aircraft Recovery (TIGHAR).  


The “hair” came to the museum in 1986, when the Smithsonian Institution turned it over to IWASM.  According to a note sent by the donor, a maid at the White House took the “hair” from the room that Earhart was staying in during her last visit there before she mysteriously disappeared on her 1937 around-the-world flight.  Lillian Rogers Parks, author of the book, My Thirty Years Backstairs at the White House, recounted the incident in which Parks’ mother, who was also a maid at the White House, took the hair. “On her [Earhart’s] last visit, before she disappeared mysteriously on her flight over the Pacific, the aviatrix combed her hair and clipped off an unruly curl, tossing it on the dresser.  When she had left the room, Mama put it in a small envelope and saved it (I still have that curl).”  A sample of “hair” was turned over to the Smithsonian Institution by a gentleman in Pennsylvania, and then forwarded to IWASM.  The “hair” was kept in a drawer and was never displayed until this year, when the museum included it in Flight to Fame: The Life & Legacy of Amelia Earhart, an exhibit that has been running at the museum since March.  When Ric Gillespie, executive director of TIGHAR came to the 

-more-
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museum for a lecture, he asked for a small sample of the hair so that if a DNA match to Amelia Earhart could be proven the results could potentially be used to verify the DNA of artifacts found on the Central Pacific island of Nikumororo.  Gillespie and TIGHAR believe Earhart and her navigator, Fred Noonan, crashed on Nikumororo as they were searching for Howland Island.  

Upon learning the results of the DNA testing, the museum began an investigation in an  attempt to learn the true story of the artifact.  Utilizing the original donor letter, museum staff contacted the person who had sent the sample to the Smithsonian Institution.  After speaking with two different family members, the museum learned that the lock of “hair” may have actually come from Blanche Noyes, famed aviatrix and a friend of Earhart’s, and not Lillian Rogers Parks.  According to a family member, Noyes believed it to be a lock of Amelia’s hair when she gave it to the family.    “This investigation actually increases the mystery surrounding the artifact as well as the whereabouts of the original lock of hair, ” said Toni Mullee, executive director of the International Women’s Air & Space Museum.  “It is disappointing to learn that the artifact is not what we thought it was.  Although we are unable to assist in their efforts, we support TIGHAR as they attempt to solve the mystery of Amelia Earhart’s disappearance.”


The International Women’s Air & Space Museum has a collection of rare Earhart artifacts, including a flight suit, nurse’s uniform, and a number of personal letters and photographs.  Many of the items, including the “lock of hair”, are on display at the museum through Sunday, November 15, 2009.


The International Women’s Air & Space Museum is located in the Burke Lakefront Airport terminal building, 1501 N. Marginal Road.  Museum admission is free and exhibits are open 8:00 am – 8:00 pm daily.  The Fay Gillis Wells Research Center and Gift Shop are open 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. Monday through Saturday.  Call (216) 623-1111 for more information or visit us on the web at www.iwasm.org.
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