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HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS TO EXPLORE AVIATION CAREERS THROUGH INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S AIR & SPACE MUSEUM’S AVIATION CAMP


The International Women’s Air & Space Museum (IWASM) will host a group of female high school students and their mothers for the third annual Nikki Kukwa Memorial Aviation Camp at Kent State University July 12-14, 2009.  The camp is named for Nikki Kukwa, a Kent State University student majoring in flight technology who lost her courageous battle with leukemia in October 2006.  The camp is made possible through a generous grant from the Alcoa Foundation and with the assistance of Dr. Isaac Richmond Nettey, Associate Dean of the College of Technology and Senior Academic Program Director of Aeronautics at Kent State University.  “This camp is a wonderful opportunity for young women to explore careers in aviation.  The unique mother-daughter aspect of the camp makes this a truly special experience for everyone involved,” said Toni Mullee, Executive Director of the International Women’s Air & Space Museum.


The camp schedule includes a visit to Cleveland Hopkins International Airport to meet with airport administration, visit the tower and tour the Parker Hannifin hangar plus a visit to the Oberlin Air Traffic Control Center.  Students will each fly with Kent State University flight instructors at the university’s airport during the camp.  The students will also develop presentations highlighting various career paths in aviation.  

-more-
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The students and their mothers will stay on campus at Kent State University during the camp and will learn about opportunities for students interested in aviation and other fields of study at the university.  Nikki Kukwa’s family will take part in the Welcome Dinner and the Awards Ceremony scheduled for the last day of camp.  

Nikki Kukwa battled leukemia for almost two years.  As a student at KSU she helped to found the university’s Women in Aviation Chapter, The Flying Black Squirrels.  Nikki’s favorite 

saying was “Live, laugh, love” and it will be a recurring theme throughout the camp.

The International Women’s Air & Space Museum’s mission is to preserve the history of women in aviation and space by documenting their past, present and future contributions.  The museum encourages students to consider careers in science, technology, engineering and mathematics through educational programming.  IWASM is located in the terminal building of Burke Lakefront Airport, 1501 N. Marginal Road.  Museum admission is free and exhibits are open daily 8:00 am – 8:00 pm.  The Fay Gillis Wells Research Center and Gift Shop are open 10:00 am – 4:00 pm Monday through Saturday and by appointment. 
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