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EXHIBIT HIGHLIGHTING THE LIFE OF MARIAN MARSH HENDERSON NOW ON DISPLAY AT THE INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S AIR & SPACE MUSEUM

Marian Marsh Henderson married into the world of aviation.  After a film career that included more than 40 motion pictures Marian Marsh married Clifford Henderson, aviation pioneer and founder of the National Air Races, in 1960.  The International Women’s Air & Space Museum pays tribute to Mrs. Henderson, who recently passed away at the age of 93, with an exhibit highlighting her life and accomplishments.  The exhibit is open now and continues through December 31, 2006.  


Marian Marsh first met Clifford Henderson while appearing as a guest star with Mary Pickford and Jimmy Stewart at the 1937 National Air Races in Cleveland.  She told the story of how Cliff had to take her to Pancho Barnes’ famous Happy Bottom Club Ranch in California so that Barnes could “check her out” to see if she was good enough for Cliff, who was a champion of women’s aviation.  Pancho, a world-famous woman aviator who was the film industry’s first female stunt pilot, approved.


Even after her husband’s death in 1984, Marian Marsh Henderson was active in many aviation groups and was the first luncheon speaker at IWASM’s Pre-Air Show Luncheon held in 2000. Until a few years ago she made the trip to the Cleveland National Air Show every Labor Day weekend to present the Clifford W. Henderson Award.   

-more-
NEW MARIAN MARSH HENDERSON EXHIBIT – p.2

In addition to the tribute to Marian Marsh Henderson, IWASM has recently opened two other exhibits.  Mercury Women: Forgotten Link to the Future tells the story of the Mercury 13, women pilots who, in 1961, underwent secret astronaut testing in the hope of becoming America’s first female astronauts.  

The accomplishments of Louise Sacchi are celebrated in an exhibit that showcases her many awards and achievements.  Sacchi made over 300 transoceanic flights, delivering new single and multi-engine aircraft from the factory to the buyer.  

The International Women’s Air & Space Museum is located in the terminal building of Burke Lakefront Airport, 1501 N Marginal Rd.  Museum admission is free and exhibits are open daily during regular airport hours.  The Fay Gillis Wells Research Center and Gift Shop are open 10:00 am to 4:00 pm Monday through Friday and by appointment.  Call (216) 623-1111 for more information or visit us on the web at www.iwasm.org.
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